
Our bespoke educational packages are designed with the national curriculum and syllabus material in 
mind, and packages are built to suit the budget, educational needs and time constraints of your group, 
varying in length from half day to multi day. Packages have an interactive format to boost engagement, and 
classroom sessions and worksheets can be provided.

We can cover a wide range of topics across all educational stages, from KS1 to University level. Subjects 
covered include Geography, History, Biology, Chemistry, and Geology. For specific topics covered within 
each subject bracket, please see our ‘Topics Covered’ table below. 

Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail is the gateway to the finest limestone scenery in the U.K. Both within the 
trail and beyond lie a multitude of fascinating geological features including Ingleborough Cave, Trow Gill 
gorge, Gaping Gill pothole, limestone pavements and many other lesser known sites of interest. Further 
information on all sites, including a round-up of relevant subjects and topics for each, can be found below.

Suggestions for accommodation can be provided if needed.

Overview

Educational Stages

•	 Primary School groups (KS1 & KS2):

Our primary school tours can include examples and simple explanations of a variety of topics, including 
wildlife and biodiversity, the Ice Age, the Victorians, cave formation, reflections, sound echoes and 
photosynthesis. The cave tours usually include local folktales, and we can focus on any particular topics 
that you are studying at school. 
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•	 Secondary School groups (KS3, GCSE and A-Level):

Our Secondary Educational Package has been designed to support the national curriculum and specifications 
of all the major exam boards in the United Kingdom. We can provide extensive cover for many topics on 
the geography specifications, and cover elements from history, biology and chemistry. Please see our 
‘topics covered’ table for more. 

We can also support schools conducting fieldwork and coursework. Popular sites for this include:
•	 Fell Beck for river studies, which runs past Ingleborough Cave and down Ingleborough Estate Nature 

Trail. 
•	 The hillside of Ingleborough near Gaping Gill for upland studies, including mapwork, conservation and 

rewilding research. 
•	 Clapham village study, Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail and Ingleborough Cave for rural regeneration 

studies.

•	 University groups

For university groups, we offer guided tours that are catered to the specific topics and sites of your 
choosing. Most groups tend to be geographers, geologists or earth scientists, though we can cater for 
other subjects too. The overview of our sites and ‘topics covered’ table should provide a good idea of the 
type of tours on offer. 

•	 Other

We can also provide guided tours for specialised groups, such as youth groups and private clubs, upon 
request. 

Accessibility 

Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail, Ingleborough Cave, The Old Sawmill Cafe and Clapham Village Study have 
wheelchair accessibility, however, some parts of these can be strenuous. We can adjust visits to improve 
accessibility for those with visual or hearing impairments, as well as those with additional educational 
needs. Further information can be found on the ‘Accessibility’ section of our website. 
We strongly advise getting in touch prior to your visit if any of the above are applicable.

      info@ingleboroughcave.co.uk

       01524251242

How to Book
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OUR SITES: AN OVERVIEW
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•	 Ingleborough Cave

•	 Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail

•	 Trow Gill

•	 Gaping Gill and Limestone Pavement

•	 Clapham Village Study

•	 Additional Sites 

•	 The Old Sawmill

•	 Foxholes (Neolithic burial chamber)

•	 Clapham Bottoms

•	 Norber Erratics

•	 Crummackdale

This map shows the location 
of each site.

You can find more information on 
each site on the pages below!
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INGLEBOROUGH CAVE

Ingleborough Cave was discovered in 1837 
by brave Victorian explorers. Today, you can 
follow in their footsteps on an educational 
journey 500 meters beneath Ingleborough. 
The cave features a wide array of speleothems 
(cave formations, such as stalactites and 
stalagmites) and excellent examples of cave 
formation processes. 

INGLEBOROUGH ESTATE NATURE TRAIL

The trail is the gateway to the finest limestone scenery 
in the U.K, providing direct access to Ingleborough 
Cave and the limestone paradise beyond. It is a SSSI 
(Site of Special Scientific Interest) and comprises a 
number of valuable educational features, including an 
unconformity, Cat Hole Syke and the Craven Fault 
system.

TROW GILL
Trow Gill is a huge limestone gorge carved by glacial 
meltwater from the last ice age some 14,000 years ago, 
when the 500 meter deep sheet of ice covering the 
Yorkshire Dales melted, carving valleys and gorges, of 
which Trow Gill is an excellent example. 

GAPING GILL* & LIMESTONE PAVEMENT

Gaping Gill is the deepest and most famous pothole in the 
U.K, with a depth of around 100 meters. First descended 
in 1895, this awe-inspiring chasm has since become one 
of the most popular features in the National Park. It is a 
prime example of a disappearing and reappearing stream: 
Fell Beck vanishes into the darkness of Gaping Gill, only 
to emerge again right next to our show cave! Our visit to 
Gaping Gill surface entrance can also include the nearby 
limestone pavements.

*Please note that we cannot take groups down the shaft, 
only to the entrance of the pothole, but this is sufficient 
for a good educational tour of the landscape features. 



Nestled underneath the imposing shape of Ingleborough, Clapham is a thriving rural village with a rich 
history. A Clapham Village Study incorporates a range of features to demonstrate how different historical 
developments have been woven together to create the village that exists today. Visits to the communioty 
run Clapham Village Shop, charity Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust and the Cave Rescue Organisation can 
be facilitated by pre-arrangement, date of visit dependent.

Dating back to the mid-nineteenth century, The Old Sawmill is an impressive remnant of Clapham’s 
industrial past. Maps of the site from 1851 show a building with the same size and alignment as the oldest 
part of the building today. However, further evidence of corn, cotton and fulling mills in Clapham can be 
traced back as far as the 12th century. Today, the building operates as a thriving rural cafe, but original 
features such as the saw bench and blade and the old turbine room remain in situ, accompanied by 
fascinating storyboards.

CLAPHAM VILLAGE STUDY

ADDITIONAL SITES

Please note: The additional sites with a * next to them are slightly further afield, but still within walking 
distance from Clapham and can be incorporated as part of a full day or multi-day programme.

THE OLD SAWMILL



Foxholes is a small cave lying just off the path a short walk beyond Ingleborough Cave. It is a former 
resurgence, before the valley floor was deepened by glacial meltwater. The cave was occupied during the 
Stone Age, and has previously been used as a Neolithic burial chamber. Various findings have been made 
during excavations, including human remains, pottery fragments, fireplace remains and flints.

FOXHOLES NEOLITHIC BURIAL CHAMBER

CLAPHAM BOTTOMS*

NORBER ERRATICS*

CRUMMACKDALE*

Clapham Bottoms is a remote and windswept area on the flanks of Ingleborough, featuring a variety of 
interesting geographical and historical features. Three collapsed dolines lie along a major fault where the 
glacial till is 20m thick. The area also includes an abandoned retreat waterfall as well as a glacial meltwater 
channel. Furthermore, the area contains the remains of a late Anglo-Saxon settlement. 

Just across the valley from Ingleborough Cave, we have some of the finest glacial erratics (boulders 
transported and deposited by glacial movement) in Britain. There are over one hundred boulders, and 
many of them stand on limestone plinths.  

The valley of Crummackdale is part of the uplifted ‘Askrigg block’ and lies close to the Craven Fault System, 
resulting in a wide range of geological features. It is a fantastic example of a changing landscape over time: 
for example, the area was altered by a large glacier moving south from Ribblesdale, re-shaped by Anglo-
Saxon farmers, and Thwaite Tarn was drained in the early nineteenth century.



KS1 & KS2 TOPICS
For primary school groups, our tours of Ingleborough Cave and the Nature Trail tend to provide an overview of a variety of different 
topics. These include different types of landscape features, land use, ecosystems, and the importance of National Parks. We can 
also include an introduction to map reading session. Many primary schools also enjoy hearing local folktales and spooky stories, 
helping to connect their understanding of cultural history with the natural landscape. If you are covering a particular topic, book 
or location in class, please let us know and we will do our best to include this in the tour. 

TOPICS COVERED - from ks2, ks3, ks4 & ks5
The tables below show which topics are relevant to each site. 

However, there are other topics that we can also cover, so please 
get in touch if you have any queries. 



SUBJECT TOPIC
INGLEBOROUGH

CAVE
INGLEBOROUGH
ESTATE NATURE

TROW GILL
GAPING GILL 
& LIMESTONE 

PAVEMENT

CLAPHAM 
VILLAGE STUDY

CLAPHAM 
BOTTOMS

THE OLD SAWMILL

GEORGRAPHY

Reading Maps ✅ ✅ ✅

Plate tectonics ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Rock formation ✅ ✅ ✅

Weathering & 
erosion ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Climate change ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Ice Age & 
Glaciation ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Hydrology ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Human Impact 
on the Natural 
Environment

✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Conservation ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

HISTORY

Anglo-Saxon 
England and the 

Vikings
✅ ✅ ✅

The Industrial 
Revolution ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

KS3 TOPICS



SUBJECT TOPIC
INGLEBOROUGH 

CAVE

INGLEBOROUGH 
ESTATE NATURE 

TRAIL
TROW GILL

GAPING GILL 
AND LIMESTONE 

PAVEMENT

CLAPHAM 
VILLAGE STUDY

CLAPHAM 
BOTTOMS

NORBER 
ERRATICS

THE OLD 
SAWMILL

GEOGRAPHY

Upland 
Limestone 
Landscapes

✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

OS map work ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Ecosystems, 
flora and fauna ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Weather 
Hazards & 

Climate Change
✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Landscape 
Formation ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Glacial 
landscapes ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

River 
landscapes ✅ ✅ ✅

Rural 
development & 
local economy

✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

National Parks ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Eco-tourism & 
conservation ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

KS4 TOPICS



SUBJECT TOPIC
INGLEBOROUGH 

CAVE

INGLEBOROUGH 
ESTATE NATURE 

TRAIL
TROW GILL

GAPING GILL 
AND LIMESTONE 

PAVEMENT

CLAPHAM 
VILLAGE 

STUDY

CLAPHAM 
BOTTOMS

NORBER 
ERRATICS

THE OLD 
SAWMILL

HISTORY

Migration: history, 
developments & impact ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Anglo-Saxon & Norman 

England ✅ ✅ ✅

Industrial Revolution ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

BIOLOGY

Ecosystems & 
Biodiversity ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Adaptation, 

interdependence & 
competition

✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Biotic and Abiotic 

Factors ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Water & Carbon Cycles ✅ ✅ ✅
Decomposition ✅

Impacts on ecosystems: 
human interaction & 

environmental changes
✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Land use ✅ ✅ ✅

Deforestation ✅ ✅ ✅

Global Warming ✅ ✅ ✅

Photosynthesis ✅ ✅



SUBJECT TOPIC
INGLEBOROUGH 

CAVE

INGLEBOROUGH 
ESTATE NATURE 

TRAIL
TROW GILL

GAPING GILL 
AND LIMESTONE 

PAVEMENT

CLAPHAM 
VILLAGE STUDY

CLAPHAM 
BOTTOMS

NORBER 
ERRATICS

THE OLD 
SAWMILL

GEOGRAPHY

Water cycle ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Carbon cycle ✅ ✅ ✅
River catchment 

case study ✅ ✅ ✅
Glacial 

Landscapes & 
processes ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Plate tectonics & 
seismicity ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Storm Hazards ✅ ✅ ✅

Ecosystems ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Changing places: 

local study ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Cartographic 

Skills ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅
Regeneration 

& rural 
development ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Climate change ✅ ✅

HISTORY

The Industrial 
Revolution ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

Anglo-Saxon 
England ✅ ✅ ✅

KS5 TOPICS


